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Restructuring of Domestic Cricket from 2011
Formal proposals
1
Following the consultation meeting held in July 2009 and further discussion 
at the SNCL Forum on 20 September 2009, Cricket Scotland can now put 
forward a formal proposal for decision by the SNCL Clubs.
2
These proposals are based on the feedback from both meetings and the 
content from the discussion paper presented at the SNCL forum which gained 
approval from all the clubs present.
3
The proposals are now ready for formal adoption and clubs are asked the fill 
in the voting slip at the end of the document and return it to Stewart Oliver 
at stewartoliver@cricketscotland.com.  The date for clubs to return the voting 
slips by is Friday 6 November 2009.
League Structure from 2011
4
The proposal in this document is based on the need for ‘whole club 
development’ and for 
clubs to consider closely how they use their resources.  
The principles and outcomes desired as part of the restructuring, which were 
clearly detailed in the consultation documents, have been supported by the 
clubs.  These include the needs of whole club development, the need to 
promote younger players in less pressurised league environments, the 
reduction in relegated teams so maintaining more stability, and promoting 
clubs to employ coaches as opposed to playing professionals.
5
The formal proposal is based on the first option put forward at the SNCL 
meeting of 20 September.  This is based on two leagues of 14 and 16 
clubs respectfully.  Thought was given to making two leagues of equal 
numbers of clubs but this was regarded as impossible to deliver if the 
Scottish Academy side was to be retained which Cricket Scotland believe has 
been an excellent initiative which all the players and clubs have benefitted 
from.
DOMESTIC RESTRUCTURE 2011 ONWARDS
6
From the 2011 season there will be a two division structure in the SNCL.  The 
top division will be called the Premiership and consist of 14 clubs plus the 
Scottish Academy side.  The second 
division will be called the Championship 
and consist of 16 clubs.

Premiership Structure
· Each team plays each other once – 14 games – Academy side games are on a Sunday as at present
· League then splits into two sevens and each team plays one more game against the other six in the section.  The Scottish Academy side does not play the last six games

· The last six games will be shared three at home and three away.
· Grand final for top two in Premiership– league leaders get home advantage to decide the winners
· Bottom team is relegated to the Championship
Teams will therefore have a total of 20 games in a league season with the top two having 21.  The additional date will be found by playing one additional Sunday fixture enabling the Grand Final to be in the first week in September.
The top 8 clubs after 20 games will be seeded in the following year’s Scottish Cup.


Championship Structure
· Each team plays each other once – 15 games
· League then splits into four groups of four based on league placings
· Each team plays one more game against the other three in the section (accepting that there will be a 2:1 split on home and away games)
· Championship winner promoted to the Premiership

· Bottom team relegated to feeder leagues 

Teams will therefore have a total of 18 league games as at present
The implementation of this structure will mean that only two clubs are crowned champions and two clubs are relegated each season.  
The clubs that finish 5th, 9th and 13th after the 18 games will receive a development grant from Cricket Scotland for use towards facilities or junior activity.  This is seen as a way of maintaining interest in the last three games of the season.  
If implemented, close consultation will take place with the regional leagues to ensure that ground allocations after the split are planned well in advance.  Teams will need to know if they have a home or away fixture as early as possible.
Rules on non Scottish qualified paid players/coaches (one per team)

7
Clubs can employ one non Scottish qualified paid player based on the 
requirements of the Home Office and the regulations published by Cricket 
Scotland each year.  The principle has to be that clubs bring in coaches who 
can also play as opposed to players who might do some coaching, 
potentially reluctantly.
8
From January 2011 CS will invest £2K in each club (£3K for Scottish qualified 
coaches) that 
contracts a coach for the summer/year as long as;
· they meet the above criteria

· have some management input by the CS development team in the area, and 
· are available for an agreed amount of development work in the district on top 
of their club coaching duties.  

CS must be involved in both the recruitment process and management of the 
coach’s work programme.  This funding will be available to clubs that have 
both a Scottish qualified coach and an overseas paid coach/player.  It is 
hoped this new initiative will promote the employment of coaches over 
professional players who do not coach.
Overseas Amateurs

9
Each club will be allowed one overseas amateur as at present, with the 
current age limit of 23 applying.  Cricket Scotland believes it is hypocritical  
not to allow young overseas cricketers to play in our domestic leagues if we 
wish to send our best young players abroad each winter.
Top Club

10
To be part of the 30 teams in the national league all clubs must meet Top 
Club and Facility criteria each year as at present.  If they fail to meet the 
criteria they will be docked the number of point’s equivalent to one win.  If 
they do not meet the criteria twice they will be automatically relegated – 
these criteria will be 
distributed to the clubs well in advance.  (to be 
confirmed by development team/competitions committee)
Management

11
The Premiership and Championship will be centrally managed by Cricket 
Scotland through the Competitions Committee.
Process for 2010
12
If the clubs agree to the change in format for the start of the 2011 season 
the following will happen in 2010;
· The three divisions will run as at present

· No teams will be relegated from The Premier Division

· The top 4 teams in Division 1 will be promoted to the Premiership for 2011

· The bottom six sides in Division 1 and the Top 9 sides in Division 2 will form the Championship
· The bottom side in Division 2 will be relegated to the feeder leagues with a play off amongst the feeder league clubs (as at present) for the final place in the Championship 
13
It is presently intended that the current national cup competitions will 
continue as at present, subject to review by the competitions committee.
Conclusion
14
CS believes these proposals will meet many of the desired outcomes to allow clubs to prioritise and embrace whole club development. Unless we take positive strides to embrace whole club development and prioritise spend on the development of the game then clubs will not be geared to produce the recreational and international players of the future.
15
CS is grateful for the clubs positive feedback on the proposals to date, and the input many individuals/clubs have made in the drafting of these formal proposals.
16
Clubs are urged to discuss these proposals throughout their club and 
complete the attached feedback sheet and return it to Stewart Oliver by the 
6th of November.
 

Cricket Scotland

October 9th 2009
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DOMESTIC RESTRUCTURE

SNCL CLUB:

______________    Cricket Club 

Support the proposals to restructure the league from season 2011     



Do not support the proposals to restructure the league from season 2011 
Please return the form to Stewart Oliver at the following addresses

Cricket Scotland, National Cricket Academy, Ravelston, Edinburgh, EH4 3NT

Fax on 0131 313 7430

E mail: stewartoliver@cricketscotland.com
Voting slips should be returned by Friday 6 November 2009















